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Psychopathy



Washington
Home Invasion for Drugs

“We feel like we are willing to sacrifice anything to get the big 
heist.  We don’t care what kind of pain or injury we inflict, 
nothing like that. . . The only thing I could think about was the 
cash and the marijuana.  I didn’t care who I had to hurt or harm 
to get to it.  I basically felt like any harm I did was collateral 
damage .  . . I had an ability to be desensitized to violence.  It 
really didn’t impact me as much.



Percentage of Sex Offenders with 
PCL-R Score of 30+
 (Porter et al., 2000)
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Triple Murderer Including 
Grandmother

No regrets

Does not feel bad for victim

Made me the person I am today





Capacity for Empathy

Normal                None



Capacity for Empathy

Normal                None

Thinking
Errors 

Deviant
  Schemas



Oxycodone for a Conscience
n Children are sexual.
n Children enjoy sexual activity.
n Children are not harmed by sexual activity 

with adults.
n Children can give consent and it can be 

mutual.
n It’s just my way of showing love.
n It’s educational for them. 
n It’s just a game to play with them. 9



Thinking Errors

The Bridge
Between Fantasy World & Real World 



Faking Empathy



Wired in (My Opinion)

Niceness = trustworthiness

Brilliance = trustworthiness
(Norman Mailer sucked in by psychopath)

Ability to articulate = trustworthiness



White Supremacist 

n Do you ever think about the victims?

n No, ma’am, not once.  They were gone. . . 
I never gave them a thought.  I have never 
had any thoughts about anyone I had 
problems with. . . Never did.  Never will.



n How do you think your behavior impacted 
your victim?

n A. Never thought about it.  It wasn’t my 
problem.  I got what I wanted.”  



Anthony

My mind doesn’t see right or wrong.  I don’t 
always have a conscience.  People they see  
right and wrong, and they don’t want to do 
things because they’re wrong.  I on the other 
hand, there are times I don’t have a conscience 
at all, and I don’t really care one way or the 
other about hurting other people . . . 



Willie

Q. When other people suffer?  

A. There are various reactions.  There’s not 
one reaction.  Sometimes I feel for them, 
as much as I can.  Sometimes it’s funny.  
Sometimes I feel nothing.  



Willie
Beat a Three-Year-Old to Death

Q. How did you feel about his suffering?  

A. I guess I don’t feel anything.  



Psychopaths

Lack of attachment

Lack of reciprocity

Narcissism



What is Psychopathy?

“Psychopathy is a disorder characterized in 
part by shallow emotional responses, lack of 
empathy, impulsivity, and an increased 
likelihood of antisocial behavior . . . 

(Anderson 2014)



Features

n “Relatively persistent traits becoming 
apparent before age  of 10”

n “Significant genetic risk factors”
(Anderson, 2014)



Lack of Attachment

n I’ve been in all types of relationships.  It 
was never going to last.  Later I started 
just fucking them, and they have to give 
me money.  I live off myself.  I’m a hustler.  
I don’t depend on anybody.    I’m a hustler.  
I like to add, divide and multiply. I don’t like 
to subtract.  



Inability to Bond



Shallow Affect
n Q. “ Were you ever in love?”

n A. “I was very much emotionally attached to all 
of them in a sense.  I don’t want to say I was in 
love with them because I still don’t know what 
love is.”



Shallow Affect (continued)

n “I exposed myself – I did in some sense – I don’t 
mean any disrespect when I say this – women – you 
demand some kind of connection – you hunger for 
something more than a mutual friendship. Eventually 
they wore me down in the sense that I did tell them 
certain things but I did this in a way that if they said 
something to someone else I would know who said 
it.”



n Q. Were there any of them at all that you 
cared about?

n

n A. About 10 I took serious.  The last one 
was the one who stabbed me in my arm. . 
. 



Lack of Reciprocity

Ted Bundy



n For some reason, it was a necessary way 
of looking at things.  To say that perhaps 
this person won’t be missed.  I mean, 
there are so many people.  This person 
will never be missed.  It shouldn’t be a 
problem.  . . (p. 135)  



n So, what’s one less? . . . What’s one less 
person on the face of the planet?  What 
difference will it make a hundred years 
from now? (p. 188)



Lack of Empathy



Joy of Crime

“I hope I go in a blaze of glory.  When I 
was doing the crazy things I was doing it 
was kind of fun.  You run out of a bank with 
a bag of money.  You’ve got all this money.  
You can do whatever you want.  It feels 
kind of powerful.  Plus you know you’re 
going to prison.  You know you’re going.  
So you just have all the fun you can.”



n “The reason psychopaths don’t attend to 
fear-provoking stimuli may simply be that 
they are not especially afraid of them in 
the first place.”

(Lillifield, 2015)



Callousness

“Sometimes I see easy prey. Fuck her.  
She don’t know me.  I’m not looking for 
no love.  I want some money.  If she’ll 
bring in some drugs, cool.  If she’ll have 
sex, better.”


